INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTED STUDY  
Name: __________________________ Class: __________
ANALYZING PICTURE BOOKS

CREATING YOUR OWN

CANADIAN HISTORICAL FICTION PICTURE BOOK

· Read and study many picture books. Examine their characteristics and qualities.

· Use Mayfield’s collection of outstanding examples. [On reserve shelf in Library Information Centre]


Includes historical picture books. [See list: Appendix 1]
· Examine award-winning books. [Blue Spruce, Governor General’s, First Choice, Caldecott]



Decide why they won.
· Think about what idea or story in your Canadian history class you will use as the building blocks for your historical fiction picture book for children.

· Discuss picture books and your ideas with your peers, family, teachers, teacher-librarian, and public librarians.
· Good time management skills are essential for success in this assignment.

· Use class time productively.
· Work in the school library during lunch hours. 

· Take advantage of twice-weekly 5:30 closings.

· Schedule regular homework time for this assignment.

· Record all due dates. Meet all deadlines!

· Read aloud to children, if possible, and notice what they enjoy.

· Keep thinking about the book you are creating.

This package is a working document. It will be used for evaluating and conferencing. 
Keep it in your English notebook. Replacement cost is $2.00.
UNIT ORGANIZATION

This picture books assignment is divided into six (6) parts. Record the due dates for each part. Transfer the dates to your Student Agenda. Keep these due dates. This unit is worth 20% of your English course. Maintain your evaluation record. [Appendix 4]
    
PART 1: ANALYZE PICTURE BOOKS FOR CHILDREN
· Examine picture books:  ( Use Appendix 1: Historical Fiction Picture Books  in our school  collection  ) 

· Examine lots of them, especially award-winning ones.
· Participate in the library lessons. Use class time constructively.
· Examine the picture books on the Reserve Shelf in the library.
· Come in with friends before/after school and during lunch hours to analyze books with a partner.
· Complete the Analyses sheets in your package. 

· Analyze the following: 1. ‘Packaging 2. Art
3. Historical fiction stories.
· Hand in Analysis Sheets. 



Due date: ________________
 PART 2: PLAN YOUR HISTORICAL FICTION PICTURE BOOKS FOR CHILDREN
· Create your historical fiction for children. (Use the Proposal Sheet in your package.)

· TAKE US SOMEPLACE: What time and place in Can history do you plan to recreate? (Setting)

· INTRODUCE AND SHAPE YOUR CHARACTERS: What character(s) will you create?

· TELL A STORY: What historical event do you plan to recreate? What will happen in your story? (plot)
· Hand in your Proposal Sheets (Appendix 2)
 
Due date: __________________

PART 3:  CREATE YOUR FIRST DRAFT

· Write and test your story:

· Record the building blocks of your story. (How will your story unfold in the beginning, the middle, the end?)
· Repeat your story in your head many times. (Is it interesting, exciting, accurate, alive, …?)
· Tell your story to many people, especially children, if possible. (Note the strength. Modify as needed.)
· Use the power of strong words. (Keep a thesaurus handy.)
· Have a peer read your story and make written/oral comments on your ideas and content.
· Key your draft. Think and write. (Keep copies on file - “Save as…”) Use the power of computers.  

· Research for historical information:
· What do you need to know to take us to your time and place in Canadian history?

· To create your setting (e.g., architecture, vegetation, clothing, customs, furniture, landscape)
· To create the character(s) (e.g., their feelings, their actions, their qualities, their relationships/families)

· To create your plot (e.g., recreate with historical accuracy, cultural accuracy, geographic accuracy)

· Hand in your story draft.








Due date:  ______________________________

PART 4: CREATE YOUR STORYBOARD

· Plan the layout of the book. Use the Storyboard Layout. [Use appendix 3] 
· Make a thumbnail sketch of the complete book from front to back cover. 
· Show the placement of words on each page.
· Be guided by the Final Copy checklist. [Appendix 4]
· Sketch your story. 

· Show the placement of the illustrations on each page.
· Strive for variety: plan for close-ups, double-page spread, bird’s eye view, etc.

· Re-visit the picture books in the Library for ideas and inspiration.
Conference with your teacher-librarian to discuss illustration ideas, especially if you are not a confident illustrator. Examine options.  
· Write your Historical Notes page. 

· Attach your Historical  Notes to your storyboard. 

· Edit your story. 

· Attach your story to your storyboard.
· Hand in your Storyboard.  

· Attach your Historical Notes and your edited story.







Due date: _________________________

       PART 5: CONSTRUCT YOUR HISTORICAL FICTION PICTURE BOOKS 
· Make your final copy. 
· Actively participate in the “Constructing a Book” lesson in the Library
· Choose how your book will look: size, format, design, binding, etc.
· Schedule homework time. (Don’t underestimate the time it will take to create your final copy.)

· Follow: “Final Copy Checklist” [Appendix 4], and “Final Copy Evaluation [Appendix 5].
 








Due date: __________________________



PART 6:  PRESENTATIONS 
· Share with your class.
· Effectiveness (voice, volume, enthusiasm, eye contact, pace, posture).
· Be prepared to answer to questions about your historical event. 







Due date: __________________________
· Arrange feeder school visitation. A bonus option.








Due date:  ______________________________

PACKAGING OF PICTURE BOOKS

INSTRUCTIONS: study the “packaging” of at least six (6) picture books before you choose two (2) to write about. Use jot notes to record what you see. (Be alert for ideas to use in your own book.)
Explore the following parts of books
· Covers 

attractiveness, appeal, front & back pictures wrap-around or singles, 

· Title/Author
font appeal, lettering, size, 

· Title Page

layout, dedication, lettering, picture, etc.

· Author

biographical information, authority, awards, etc.

· Illustrator

biographical information, authority, awards, etc.
1. The book I analyzed
Author:     
__________________________________________________________

Illustrator: 
__________________________________________________________

Title:
     
__________________________________________________________

Publisher: 
_____________________________________ Date: ________________

     Use the criteria above to analyze how this book was ‘packaged’? (What did you see?) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. The book I analyzed

Author:     
__________________________________________________________

Illustrator: 
__________________________________________________________

Title:
     
__________________________________________________________

Publisher: 
_____________________________________ Date: ________________

     Use the criteria above to analyze how this book was ‘packaged’? (What did you see?) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Record “Packaging” ideas you might use for your own picture book.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ART IN PICTURE BOOKS

INSTRUCTIONS: Study the art of at least six (6) picture books before you choose two (2) to write about. Use jot notes to record what you see. (Be alert for ideas to use in your own book.)

Explore the following aspects about the art in picture books
· “Story” in picture
reflection of the script, additions/deletions, etc. 
· Characteristics

humour, fun, active, inviting, noisy, etc., 

· Design rhythm

cohesion, continuity, flow, pace, etc.

· Colour, line, shape
mood, consistency, black & white, texture, etc.

· Style


woodcuts, folk art, collage, photography, mixed media, airbrush, 




plasticine, water colour, pencil crayons, oils, etc.

· Unique features

e.g., transition from reality to history, special devices, etc.

· Special quality

enriches text, adds depth and understanding, captures mood


1. The book I analyzed

Author:     
__________________________________________________________

Illustrator: 
__________________________________________________________

Title:
     
__________________________________________________________

Publisher: 
_____________________________________ Date: ________________

     Record what you saw as you examined the art in this picture book. (Use the criteria above.) ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. The book I analyzed

Author:     
__________________________________________________________

Illustrator: 
__________________________________________________________

Title:
     
__________________________________________________________

Publisher: 
_____________________________________ Date: ________________

     Record what you saw as you examined the art in this picture book? (Use the criteria above.)  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Record “art” ideas you might use for your own picture book.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
STORY IN HISTORICAL FICTION PICTURE BOOKS

INSTRUCTIONS: Read and analyze at least six (6) historical picture books for children. Make your selection of those listed in appendix 1 or others from an approved collection. Choose two to write about. Use jot notes to record what you read and see. (Be alert for strategies to use in your own book.)

Explore the following aspects of historical picture books
· Setting
Where does the book take us? What time and place in history? How do you know?



Does it seem historically and geographically accurate? (Visualize the landscape of the story.) 

· Characters What character(s) does the author introduce?



Whose voice is created to unfold the historical story?



Are the characters well developed, consistent, believable?



How are the characters revealed? (By thought, words, action, what others say, direct info by author.) 

· Plot
What story of history does the book tell?


What are the historical building blocks? (the beginning, middle, end)



What is the main idea, the supporting detail?



What is the conflict? (people vs people / nature / internal conflict, etc.

· Theme
What is the author’s point of view about the historical happening?



Is the author fair? Is the author’s point of view based on factual information?



How does the theme impact on the plot and the characters?



Does the author show knowledge of the time and place in history?





1. The book I analyzed

Author:     
__________________________________________________________

Illustrator: 
__________________________________________________________

Title:
     
__________________________________________________________

Publisher: 
_____________________________________ Date: ________________


Use jot notes to answer some of the questions asked about historical picture books above. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




2. The book I analyzed

Author:     
__________________________________________________________

Illustrator: 
__________________________________________________________

Title:
     
__________________________________________________________

Publisher: 
_____________________________________ Date: ________________


Use jot notes to answer some of the questions asked about historical picture books above? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
HISTORICAL FICTON PICTURE BOOKS
(In the our school collection)

Anholt, Laurence. Illustrated by Laurence Anholt. Camille and the Sunflowers. London: 


Frances Lincoln, 1994.
Bunting, Eve. Illustrated by David Diaz. Smoky Night. New York: Clarion, 1990.
Bunting, Eve. Illustrated by Ronald Himler. The Wall. New York: Clarion, 1990.

Climo, Shirley. Illustrated by Ruth Heller. Egyptian Cinderella. New York: Harper Collins,


1989. 
Cooney, Barbara. Eleanor. New York: Penguin, 1996.

Cooper, Floyd. Mandela. New York:  Philomel, 1969.

de Thomasis, Antonio. The Montreal of My Childhood. Montreal: Tundra, 1994. 
Deedy, Carmen Agra. Illustrated by Debrah Santini. Last Dance. Atlantic: Peachtree, 1995
Giovanni, Nikki. Illustrated by Bryan Collier. Rosa. New York: Henry Holt, 2005.
Godkin, Celia. Wolf Island. Markham: Fitzhney and Whiteside, 1989.
Johnson, Jane. Princess and the Painter. New York: Farra, Straus, Giroux, 1994.

Kalman, Esther. Illustrated by Laura Fernadez and Rick Jacobson. Tchaikowsky Discovers America. 


Toronto: Lester, 1994.

Locker, Thomas. The Land of Grey Wolf. New York: Dial, 1991.
Maloney, Margaret Crawford, retold. Illustrated by Laszlo. The Goodman of Ballengiech. Toronto: 

Methuen, 1987.

Manual, Lynn. Illustrated by Kasia Charko. Camels Always Do. Vancouver: Orca, 2004.
McGugan, Jim. Illustrated by Murray Kimber. Josepha. Alberta: Red Deer College, 1994.

Morimoto, Junko. My Hiroshima. New York: Penguin, 1987.
Nichol, Barbara. Illustrated by Scott Cameron. Beethoven Lives Upstairs. Toronto: Lester, 1993.
Price, Leontyne. Illustrated by Leo and Diana Dillon. Aida. New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 


1990. 
Say, Allen. Grandfather’s Journey. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1993.

Schroeder, Alan. Illustrated by Floyd Cooper. Satchmo’s Blues. New York: Bantam Doubleday Del, 


1996. 

Seattle, Chief. Illustrated by Susan Jeffers. Brother Eagle, Sister Sky. New York: Dial, 1991.
Thomas, Jane Resh. Illustrated by Michael Dooling. Lights on the River. New York: Hypernon, 1994.

Trottier, Maxine. Illustrated by Victoria Berd. Pavlova’s Gift. Toronto: Stoddard, 1996.
Valgardson, W.D. Illustrated by ian Wallace. Sarah and the People of Sand River. Toronto: Douglas


and McIntyre, 1996.

Wheatley, Nadia. Illustrated by Donna Rawlins. My Place. New York: Kane/Miller, 1989.

Wild, Margaret. Illustrated by Julie Vivas. A Time for Toys. Toronto: Kids Can, 1991. 

 Willard, Nancy. Illustrated by  the Dillons. Pish, Posh, said Hieronymus Bosh. New York: 


Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1991. 

Wisniewski, David. Wave of the Sea-Wolf. New York: Clarion, 1994.  
Weeding, Sharon. Illustrated by Sharon Wooding. Painter’s Cat. New York: Putman’s 1994. 

Yee, Paul.  Illustrated by Harvey Chan. Ghost Train. Toronto: Douglas and McIntyre, 1996.

Yolen, Jane. Illustrated by David Shannon. The Ballad of the Pirate Queens. New York: Harcourt

Brace Jovanovich, 1995.

Yolen, Jane. Illustrated by David Shannon. Encounter. New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 


1992. 

Yolen, Jane. Illustrated by Barbara Cooney, Letting Swift River Go. Toronto: Little Brown, 1992.
STORY PROPOSAL

 Plot Summary  What Canadian historical event/idea/happening/person do you plan to recreate?  


  What will happen in your story? What are the beginning, middle, and end? 
 
  Characters 
Introduce your characters. What character(s) will you create to tell your story? 


Describe them, e.g., outward and inner qualities, appearance, mood, etc.

 Setting Take us someplace! In what time and place in Canadian History will you recreate? 
STORYBOARD
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HISTORICAL FICTON PICTURE BOOKS 

FINAL PRODUCT AASESSMENT
1.  Quality of the story: 

Story comes alive. Story is interesting and organized. Strong beginning, middle, and end. The power of words is 
evident in strong verbs, adjectives.
2. Setting:


Where and when it takes place is clearly created. It’s geographically and historically accurate. It’s consistent in the 
pictures and text. The reader can visualize the landscape of the story.
3. Characters

People in the story are well developed and believable. The characters act ‘true to life’ of their time in history.
2.  Connection to Canadian History: 



Setting, characters, story, theme and pictures re-create a part of Canadian history in an accurate and believable way.
3.  Quality of illustrations:


The illustrations also tell the story. Layouts have variety, (e.g., bird’s-eye view, long ‘shots’, close-ups, double-page 
spreads). Pictures/designs on covers, title page, and dedication page are interesting. 


4.  Appropriate for children:


Story from Canadian history is re-created for children – appropriate and interesting for them.

5. Free of errors:


Correct spelling, complete sentences, correct punctuation, variety of sentence structure.

6.  Historical Notes: 


“Historical Notes” are accurate and explain the picture book. Told in an interesting way.

7.  Work and study habits

Consistent demonstration of thought and effort throughout the process. Used class time productively, came to class 
ready to work, met deadlines and approached learning enthusiastically. 
Completed on time? 

Yes

No

Comments:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FINAL COPY CHECKLIST

· COVER

· Front and back cover

· Front cover has name of book and your name as author/illustrator 

·  TITLE PAGE

· Has name of book and your name as author/illustrator

· Has name of Publishing Company at bottom (make one up)

·  VERSAL SIDE OF TITLE PAGE

· Has copyright date

· Has name of Publishing Company

· Has name of place where printed

· Has the words: all rights reserved
·  DEDICATION PAGE

· Has a dedication of your choice (e.g., to a special friend, relative, cause, teacher) 

· BODY ~ TEXT AND PICTURES

· Use computer to word process (take advantage of free tutoring)

· Consider keeping main character drawing ‘simple’ 




 You’ll have to draw them many times

·  END NOTES

· Has one-page author's notes (e.g., historical notes, background) 

·  INSIDE BACK COVER

· Has a photograph of yourself (e.g., printed digital image, glued photo)  

· Has autobiography placed under picture

· Play the role of your Publisher who wants to promote you and maximize your good qualities. Be complimentary but truthful. 
MARKING RECORD


WEIGHT
DUE DATES

LEVEL
 1 - 4

COMMENTS
Analysis Log
   15%

__________

__________
Proposal
   10%

__________

__________
Story Draft
   10%

__________

__________
Storyboard
   10%

__________

__________
Final copy
   40%

__________

__________
Presentation
   10%

__________

__________
Bonus option 
     5%

__________

__________
BONUS OPTION

Sharing with a group of children (Feeder School Visitation, Brownie Troop) 
Dear student, 

You are invited to take advantage of the opportunity to visit one of our feeder schools or a Brownie Troop  and earn a possible 5% bonus mark on your project. (The two groups listed  have been alerted and are delighted to have you visit. You may have your own children audience – e.g., Day Care Centre, Sunday Schoo .)  Don’t hesitate to discuss this with your teacher-librarian and classroom teacher. Follow these instructions:
1. Contact a teacher or teacher-librarian or Brownie leader. (The teacher-librarians of our feeder schools and Troop leaders have been contacted and they’re keen to get your call.) Ask permission to share your children’s book with a class that suits the audience you had in mind for your story.

2. Make your own arrangements for transportation.

3. Share the book with children and have the adult leader to critique your story and presentation.

4. Hand in the completed critique form below ten days before the start of the final exams.

PREPARE FOR READING ALOUD AND PRESENTING YOUR BOOK

· Practice reading and showing your picture book from beginning to end several times. 

· Learn the story as a whole but don’t memorize it. 

· Practice to make your story come alive for your audience.

· Practice aloud. Strive for essential voice qualities: volume, tone, clarity, unhurried pace, fluency.

· Practice in front of a mirror. Strive for natural gestures and movements, facial expressions, eye contact, pauses, emphasis, dramatic effects.

· Do a dry-run for your family and / or friends.

· Time your practice. You may be able to leave time for questions and discussion.


BE ALERT FOR IDEAS TO USE IN YOUR OWN PICTURE BOOK.





Appendix 1
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Appendix 2








Appendix 3














Student Name: ______________________________ English Teacher: ___________________________ Date: ______


Children Audience: __________________________ Name of adult: ___________________________ Grade______


Book Title: ______________________________________________________________________________________


Dear Adult, There is no substitute for “live” reactions of children to the picture books our students created. Thank you for giving them the opportunity to visit your group and share their book with your children.


Please critique the student’s story and presentation. You may consider aspects such as:


The quality of the story; Features of the presentation	Level of interest;					


Was it appropriate for your audience? How did the story and the student engage your children?	�Comments: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Signature of adult:  ___________________________








